
Organiser vos idées dans un essai.

“Pourquoi cette peinture était-elle installée à la Maison Blanche par Barack 
Obama?”
1: Décrire la peinture. Qu’est-ce qu’on voit?

2: Analyser le contexte historique. Est-ce que Ruby devait avoir peur?

3: Réfléchir de manière personnelle sur les croisements et des relations entre les personnes, les 
événements et les idées que nous avons étudié.

4: Répondre à la question et poser une autre.

Why was this painting hung in the Whitehouse by 
Barack Obama?

Part One : Décrire la peinture. Qu’est-ce qu’on voit? Quelle est l'histoire racontée?
                                                                        peinture à huile sur toile
This painting was produced by Norman Rockwell in 1964. It is an oil painting on canvas 91cm 

by 150cm. It was exhibited in the White House in front of Barack Obama's Oval Office in 2011. 
Voyons
Let's see why.

                            sur le chemin de        comme on peut voir grâce aux...
The little girl is on her way to school as we can see from the books and pens that she is carrying. 
                  a choisi 
Rockwell has chosen to present Ruby Bridges. In 1964, she was the first black girl to enter into 

an all-white school in New Orleans, Louisiana. She had passed an exam to enter the school, and 
beaucoup                           ont choisi de ne pas
many of the black children chose not to go to the all-white school. Ruby Bridge's couragious 
              nous explique
experience explains why. 

On her first day at school the white pupils refused to enter the classroom, the white teachers 

refused to teach her and parents of white pupils lined-up on the road to school to insult and 

threaten Bridges. We can see on the wall graffitti : « NIGGER » is a racist 

insult ; KKK represents the racist organisation the Klu Klux Klan. These written words serve to 
                        prononcé
represent the spoken insults that cannot be heard in a silent painting.



 
       entourré             afin de
In the painting, Ruby Bridges is surrounded by four policeman in order to guarantee her security. 

Rockwell has chosen not to show their faces : we see the scene at the level of Bridges, a child. We 
aussi        foule         lancer
also share the point of view of the crowd of white racists who are throwing tomatoes and racist 

insults at Bridges. Parents had even threatened to kill Bridges with poison so she had to bring her 
sa propre
own food to school.

      nous permet 
This scene, chosen by Rockwell, allows us to experience the racism and segregation that 

    vivons/resentons
defined life for black Afro-Americans in America in the 1960s. We experience hate and fear 

from the point of view of a single child. This accentuates the horrors of racism.



Part Two: Analyser le contexte historique. Est-ce que Ruby devait avoir peur?

a dû avoir peur             malgré          
Ruby Bridges must have been afraid, despite being surrounded by four U.S.Marshalls. In the 
                        avaient été tués
southern states of America, hundreds of black Americans had been murdered because they were 
                                             pas seulement
black. Blacks were subject to not only verbal insults and racism, but also lynchings and murder. The 

death threats that Ruby had received from parents were real.She had to bring her own sandwiches to 

be safe. 

Part three: Réfléchir de manière personnelle sur les croisements et des relations entre 
les personnes, les événements et les idées que nous avons étudié.

In Martin Luther King's speech, « I have a dream » we learn that despite the abolition of slavery  
il y a plus que             n'avaient toujours pas                                          faisait que
over a hundred years ago, Afro-Americans still did not have equal rights. Segregation meant that 

blacks could not use the same public and private spaces. Toilets for blacks, toilets for whites. 
                Pas de droit de voter

Schools for whites, schools for blacks. Blacks at the back of the bus, whites in front. No voting 
    manifester

rights for black citizens. Martin Luther King was inspired by Ghandi to peacefully demonstrate 
contre
against these inegalities. 

King's speeches were a catalyst for change. In the film 'Selma', we see the violence that black 

American's faced from the police, white supremisists, the Klu Klux Klan and ordinary white 

citizens. Ruby and her parents were right to be scared. The parents of other black children that 
                     étaient justifiés dans leur peur
chose to keep their children in black schools were right to be scared. 



Part four: Répondre à la question et poser une autre.

Donc, 
So why did Barack Obama choose to exhibit the painting in front of the Oval Office? This was the 
                                      la cinquantaine
idea of Ruby Bridges who today is an equal rights activist in her fifties. With an Afro-American in 

the Whitehouse it is easy to forget how only fifty years ago, one generation ago, life for black 
      
Americans was so different, dangerous and outrageous. This painting is a reminder, a memorial to 

se sont battu      parler contre            et pour
the dead and to those who fought and spoke against racism and for change. 

In the film, The Butler, we see the Klu Klux Klan attacking King's demonstrators in a bus. This 
    a été révélé 

organisation still exists today. One of candidate Donald Trump's supporters has been revealed as a 
actuel                
current member. We must conclude that institutional racism within American law is finished but 
           perdure                      esprits 
racism lives on in individual minds, in certain communities and in certain political movements. 

Est-ce que.............................................................................................va servir à...        ceux qui
Will the law, the declaration of human rights and fifty years of egality serve to punish those who 
         « On saura
treat blacks as second rate citizens. Time will tell. 
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